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COUNCIL  MESSAGE 

 
This certainly has been an eventful last few months.  I hope everyone was 
able to relax and enjoy the summer and early fall.  As we enter the Holiday 
Season, we need to remember to take care of ourselves and to reach out to 
our loved ones and fellow veterans.  Thank and honor veterans this 
Veterans Day; Remember all we have to be thankful for this Thanksgiving; 
Share love and blessings this Christmas, Hanukkah, and Holiday Season.  
Look forward to all the wonderful opportunities in a New Year. 
 
We look forward to starting a few new initiatives in the Council which will 
increase effectiveness, increase our growth and development.  There have 
been new program suggestions proposed, and we are working on 
establishing new virtual chapter early next year. 
 
We welcome Kio Ahmed to the Board: Congratulate Jeri Grahm and Lincoln 
Smith on their awards (see pg 3-4).   
 
Many thanks and gratitude for your leadership, support, and commitment 
to “Never Stop Serving” 
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Virtual Council meetings are held 
quarterly on the 2nd Thursday at 7 pm 
(eastern).  [ Feb, May, August, November] 

 

Newsletter Editor and Webmaster: LTC Joe 
Gollasch, USA (Ret) 

CONGRESS IS OFFICIALLY CLOSED AND THE IMPACT IS BEING 

FELT ACROSS THE NATION. MOAA AND ALL AFFILIATED 

CHAPTERS DO NOT TAKE A POLITICAL OR PARTISAN STAND, BUT 

WHEN ISSUES AFFECT OUR BENEFICIARIES AND BENEFITS, WE 

MUST STAY INFORMED AND TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION. 

  

 

Here are a few items from MOAA addressing the current 
shutdown and information to keep you informed. 
   

 
    
What the Shutdown Means for Troops, Retirees, Veterans, and 
Families: The clock ran out on the federal budget process at 12:01AM 
Oct. 1, shutting down the government for the first time since a 2018-19 
funding lapse that lasted more than a month. Considering this 
development, MOAA will press lawmakers to restore funding and to 
protect service-earned pay and benefits during the closure. 
  

 Service Organizations Rally to End the 
Nation’s Longest Government Shutdown 
 
 

No Pay for Public Health and NOAA Corps 
Officers, Retirees, and Survivors 
 
 
 
  
 

mailto:virtualcouncil2022@gmail.com
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/health-care-and-earned-benefits/what-the-shutdown-means-for-troops,-retirees,-veterans,-and-families
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/health-care-and-earned-benefits/what-the-shutdown-means-for-troops,-retirees,-veterans,-and-families
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/recommended-reads/service-organizations-rally-to-end-the-nations-longest-government-shutdown/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/recommended-reads/service-organizations-rally-to-end-the-nations-longest-government-shutdown/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/recommended-reads/service-organizations-rally-to-end-the-nations-longest-government-shutdown/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/recommended-reads/service-organizations-rally-to-end-the-nations-longest-government-shutdown/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/advocacy/no-pay-for-public-health-and-noaa-corps-officers,-retirees,-and-survivors/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/advocacy/no-pay-for-public-health-and-noaa-corps-officers,-retirees,-and-survivors/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/advocacy/no-pay-for-public-health-and-noaa-corps-officers,-retirees,-and-survivors/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/advocacy/no-pay-for-public-health-and-noaa-corps-officers,-retirees,-and-survivors/
https://www.youtube.com/embed/JNUuCnOKaW4?list=PLZJJ2z1-x_q3tfOALHMIkAR_pVTjEhk86
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  Council Developments                                   

Welcome new Legislative Affairs Virtual Council                    
Board of Director LT Kio Ahmed, USPHS 

 

LT. Kio Ahmed is a licensed clinical social worker and U.S. Public 
Health Service Commissioned Corps Officer. He currently serves as a 
Senior Behavioral Health Provider with the ICE Health Service Corps 
in San Antonio, Texas.  LT Ahmed is also a member of our USPHS 
Virtual Chapter.  We look forward to having him serve on our Board. 

 

MOAA Uniformed Services Nurse Advocates Virtual Chapter’s 

‘Legacy Award’ presented to COL(Ret) Jeri I. Graham

       

The MOAA Uniformed Service Nurse Advocates Virtual Chapter 

Legacy Award is presented to COL Jeri Graham, USA (Ret) for 

Exceptional Service and Leadership in the development and 

establishment of the first MOAA Virtual Chapter.  Her vision, 

foresight, dedication, and can-do approach brought about a new 

model of volunteer leaders devoted to preserve and protect earned 

benefits for our uniformed services, veterans, their families, and 

surviving spouses through advocacy, leadership, education, and 

service.  COL Graham’s strong commitment to MOAA and its’ ideals, 

has led to the creation of seven (7) MOAA Virtual Chapters, under 

her tutelage. She has implemented a platform for Uniformed Service 

affinity groups to share their voices and expertise, to stay informed, 

and to stay involved.  MOAA Virtual Chapters will forever trace their 

roots to the innovative vision of this incredible nurse, officer, and 

patriot. COL (R) Jeri Graham is the epitome of the MOAA Motto 

“Never Stop Serving”.  Cheers, Jeri. 

     

OUR PURPOSE 
 

Promote the aims of the Military 
Officers Association of America 
(MOAA) 

Foster fraternal relationships 
among retired, active, former 
officers of the uniformed services 
and their reserve components, 
and their surviving spouses 

Advocate for the rights and 
interests of retired, active, and 
reserve component personnel of 
the uniformed services and their 
families and survivors 

Provide the assistance and 
support necessary to member 
chapters to enable them to 
effectively serve their members, 
their communities, and the nation 

Provide support for the 
development of future MOAA 
Virtual Chapters 

Provide single coordination point 
of contact with MOAA Council 
and Chapters on issues that 
affect all Virtual Chapters 

Represent Virtual Chapters at 
MOAA Conferences and 
Leadership Training Workshops 

Provide Virtual Chapter Start Up 
Tool Kits and Webinars. 
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Council Developments continued                                   

MOAA Chairman’s Award presented to CDR(Ret) Lincoln Smith, USNR, Public Affairs and Communication 
Professionals Virtual Chapter                   

  

Cmdr. Linc Smith, USNR (Ret), serves as the public affairs virtual chapter’s president and is past president of MOAA’s 

Virginia Council of Chapters. He received the annual Chairman’s Award during the annual meeting for what Waldhauser 

(pictured with Smith) described as “incredibly strong bipartisan relationships in support of the legislative priorities while 

leading our Virginia Council” as well as his assistance in providing comms support across MOAA’s council and chapter 

network.   Congratulations, Linc and well deserved.  Strong work! 

 

Potential New Virtual Chapters being Considered 

Chapter members are the most influential, involved, and supportive to the MOAA mission.  The Virtual Council has a 

mission to grow and develop our virtual chapter concept.  Here are two examples of efforts and outreach. 

RVers Virtual Chapter 

There are thousands of MOAA members, and eligible members, who are full 

time or part time RV enthusiasts who do not belong to a MOAA Chapter.  They 

spend much of their time on the road.  A virtual chapter would allow them to 

support and be engaged with MOAA and our advocacy mission wherever they 

may be.  The camaraderie and interest in MOAA supported issues will bring 

strength to our One Powerful Voice and spread MOAA branding by having a 

platform to Never Stop Serving. 

 

Physicians/Medical Professionals Virtual Chapter 

Many of the issues and legislation MOAA advocates for are medical and 

healthcare related.  This affinity group will bring much insight and experience to 

the overall MOAA mission.  Not only retired or veteran members will be 

welcome to join, but the hundreds of new recruits (graduates) from Uniformed 

Services University (USUHS) signed up annually could join a chapter which will 

follow them throughout their career. 

 

If interested in finding out more or helping to form either of these Virtual Chapters, Contact: 

virtualcouncil2022@gmail.com or chapters@moaa.org 

mailto:virtualcouncil2022@gmail.com
mailto:chapters@moaa.org
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The Council of Virtual Chapters will develop new council teams to address three (3) components of the 

strategic plan starting in 2026.  The components will include Leadership; Legislation; and Membership, 

Development, and Branding.  Each Chapter is encouraged to support maximum participation and support from 

their members. 

 

 

State Level Legislative Advocacy   

We have had positive feedback, and outcomes, from participating chapter 

members and States since we launched the collaborative initiative with the MOAA 

Geographic Councils and Independent Chapters on State level legislation in March.  

We currently have nine (9) States participating and have reached out to several 

others.  We anticipate that once the word gets out and we have some measurable 

feedback that other councils and chapters will participate.  We have working contacts with CA, FL, MO, NC, NV, 

OH, PA, TN, and TX.  We welcome other States to join us in the collaborative effort. 

There are many issues which affect military, uniformed service and veteran beneficiaries at the State level.  

MOAA councils and independent chapter have done outstanding work advocating these issues.  Our virtual 

chapters have over 1200 members across the Country in all 50 States.  By adding our voices and advocacy 

efforts to their endeavors, we can make a difference and improve the outcome for all. 

When the states identify a specific piece of legislation, they forward it to our Council and then it is shared with 

all our members from that state, and they are invited to participate and support.  Collaboration between 

MOAA virtual and geographic chapters makes us all stronger with one powerful voice.  

  

Council Strategic Plan update 
 
The Council of Virtual Chapters has established a 
Strategic plan to guide and provide direction as we further 
develop and grow MOAA Virtual Chapters.  

Implementation and execution of the plan require year-
round, dynamic actions by the Board of Directors and each 
of our Chapter Leaders. 



 

6 
 

MOAA’s Legislative Priorities for the 119th Congress 

Advocacy    

The team has responsibilities for oversite 
and consolidation of legislation on 
particular interest and support from each 
Chapter.  The team will be the proponent 

for the Council State Level Legislation Program.  They will serve 
as advisors on legislative issues and monitor updates to the 
Council Legislative Aid Department listings. 
                              

Legislative Action Center 

While MOAA’s Legislative Action Center is a powerful tool, its power 
stems from the dedication of MOAA’s members and their continued 
engagement with lawmakers on the issues impacting the uniformed 
services and veteran communities. As much as MOAA fights for 
you, MOAA needs you to fight alongside us, as well; check out 
the Legislative Action Center now. 
 

 
All members should be registered.  Find out how from this 

video.    

 Quarterly Action Center Data 
 
MOAA’s Government Relations Department and Affiliated 
Councils and Chapters Department are excited to introduce a 
new quarterly report comprised of data from the Legislative 
Action Center. You will now be able to see how many people in 
your Council and/or Chapter have registered for the Legislative 
Action Center and how many letters they are sending to their 
Members of Congress. 
               

Legislation  
 

 

MOAA's greatest mission is to improve 

the lives of those who serve and their 

families, which is achieved largely 

through the tireless advocacy efforts 

taking place in our nation's capital. 

MOAA's experts in Washington are 

there to support legislation that 

benefits the military community and 

are equally vigilant when fighting to 

stop legislation that threatens our 

livelihood. The larger our numbers, the 

greater our voice. 

 

 

 

The legislative slate reset for the 119th Congress, MOAA 
member engagement has become even more vital to 
achieving our advocacy objectives.  Here are the priorities and 
goals. 

https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://www.moaa.org/legisleaders#quarterly
https://youtu.be/prcIYFHFbj0
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/advocacy/moaas-legislative-priorities-for-the-119th-congress/
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 House and Senate Committees 

Key legislative attention, at times, requires contacting and knowing just which 

representatives are on a specific committee.  Below you will find some ‘key’ 

committees and members listed for the 119th Congress. 

House Armed Services Committee                     Senate Armed Services Committee 

House Defense Appropriations Committee       Senate Appropriations Committee 

House Veterans Affairs Committee                      Senate Veterans Affairs Committee 

 

                                                                                          

           Additional legislative information on specific bills, committees, and activities can be found HERE. 

                We urge you to keep your membership informed, involved and to Never Stop Serving! 

 

New Legislative Aide Department for Virtual Council and Chapters 

There are so many bills and legislative issues on Capitol Hill, of importance to our virtual council and chapters, that we 
thought a legislative aide would help to track and stay informed on the issues.  We have added a section on our website 
with links to various sites to assist in your legislative efforts.     
 
MOAA is a leading member of the Military Coalition comprised of numerous Veteran Service Organizations working to 
support our Uniformed Service members and all beneficiaries.  You will find links to many of these sites, as well as 
government sites, to check on issues and legislation.  We will continue adding to our listings to further assist our 
members in our legislative efforts.  Visit our Legislation Resource center HERE 
 
 

 

Constituent messages sent directly to lawmakers help amplify our concerns and keep our 

issues front and center throughout the legislative cycle. If you have additional sites which may 

be of assistance, please send us an email.  Continue to ask members to contact their 

representatives and sign up with the MOAA Legislative Action Center. 

 

https://www.govtrack.us/congress/committees/HSAS
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/committees/SSAS
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/committees/HSAP
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/committees/SSAP
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/committees/HSVR
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/committees/SSVA
https://www.congress.gov/
https://www.moaavirtualchapters.org/bills-and-acts
https://moaa.quorum.us/
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Recruiting and Outreach 

As you look at growing your chapter, don’t overlook other social 
media avenues.  Consider starting an account and advertise your 
presence on various sites.  You can find other affinity groups with 
interest in joining your chapter. 
 
Using your website to attract and gain members is extremely 
useful and beneficial.  Remember to keep your website up to 
date and informative. Social media sites should also be current 
and maintained to attract new members. 

 

 

The team has responsibility to monitor 

the MOAA committee module for 

chapter compliance for updating and 

assisting chapters as needed.  They will  

begin implementation of the Council communication plan 

strategies to include recruiting material and social media 

outreach potentials.  The focus will be on growing current virtual  

chapter membership and promoting new virtual chapter 

development. 

 

Why Join MOAA 

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is the 

country’s leading organization preserving and protecting service-

earned benefits for uniformed servicemembers and their 

families. Those who belong to MOAA not only lend their voices to 

a greater cause, but they also gain access to extensive benefits 

tailored to the needs and lifestyles of military officers. MOAA 

members proudly hail from every branch of the uniformed 

services. To them, we have made the same promise that they 

have made to their country: Never Stop Serving.  

 

Membership 
 

Benefits of Virtual Chapters 

A virtual chapter is bound together by a 

shared affinity and/or mission. They 

include a highly dispersed membership, 

such as those living in remote or overseas 

locations, may not otherwise have the 

ability to connect with peers on a regular 

basis and may enjoy the camaraderie and 

inclusion. 

Members participate in advocacy efforts 

to further the legislative and other 

objectives of MOAA. We are focused on 

legislation that affects all ranks of all 

services, to include currently serving, 

Reserve and National Guard and their 

families and survivors.  

We provide easy access to current 

research, share experiences and expand 

our reach by sharing with other service 

corps associations and other team 

members.  

In this time of major transformation of 

the military and the VA system, members 

strive to keep engaged and provide input 

to key leaders through the MOAA 

Government Relations team.  

Members share community involvement 

experiences and are encouraged to also 

participate in local MOAA chapters. 

If you move, change duty stations, or 

even deploy, your membership follows. 
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 Chapter News  

  

 
Web site: musnavc.org                           Join us: HERE 
Email: musnavc@gmail.com 
President: LTC Joe Gollasch, USA (Ret) 

  
                               

 

 
 
                                                                                              
 
 
 
 
 

 

Listen to our Tribute to our Veterans 
                          (Click Photo) 
 
 
                                                                    
                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Virtual Chapters are independent MOAA affiliates 

with representation on the Virtual Council. 

MUSNAVC has presented the MOAA Uniformed Services 

Nurse Advocates Virtual Chapter “Legacy Award” to COL(Ret) 

Jeri Graham, USA in November.  The award was for Jeri’s 

foresight and leadership in establishing the MOAA virtual 

chapter concept and the very first virtual chapter (MUSNAVC).  

She led in the development of six additional virtual chapters 

as well as the Council of Virtual Chapters.  Col Graham truly is 

a legacy and epitome of one who ‘Never Stops Serving’. 

 Our Board of Directors continue to improve the We Care, 

Women’s Healthcare, and Healthcare Liaison initiatives.  We 

welcomed COL(R) Patty Wernet to the board serving as USPHS 

liaison. 

Our members will support and participate in Wreaths Across 

America this December at five cemeteries across the country.  

Area members will gather to honor Veterans and share in 

camaraderie. 

In October we were pleased to have National MOAA attend 

our member meeting and present update and programs.  In 

November we will have Dr. Jennifer A. Strawn, DNP, RN, 

Executive Director/Deputy Chief Nursing Officer Office of 

Nursing Services Veterans Health Administration speak on 

nursing issues with the VA. 

Best wishes for the upcoming Holiday Seasons.     

We are proud and thankful to our leadership team and all 

members who made a commitment as Nurses with a Mission 

to Never Stop Serving! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.musnavc.org/
https://www.musnavc.org/membership-roster
mailto:musnavc@gmail.com
https://www.musnavc.org/veterans-day
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Website: moaasurvivingspousevirtualchapter.org 
Email: mssvc02@gmail.com  
President: Pat Green, Surviving Spouse Advisory Council 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   

 

 

 

Our last meeting for the year was held on October 21, 2025.  
There were 47 members in attendance.  The major item on the 
agenda was a review by members of the updated and in a few 
articles a rewrite of the Bylaws. Except for one section of an 
Article, the amended Bylaws were approved. The Bylaws last 
Article was tabled until the January meeting because of time 
constraints.  Revised Bylaws will be sent out prior to the January 
20th meeting for review.  The Chapter has no member meetings 
in November or December. 
 
The remaining item on the agenda was the announcement of the 
SSVC Website.  Micki Costello, past president and website 
manager, invited members to visit 
moaasurvivingspousevirtualchapter.org.  Several areas are 
private to members only. 
 
The Book Club had its last meeting in 2025.  Nora Durham led 
the discussion on LESSONS IN CHEMISTRY by Bonnie Garmus. 
The selection of books was completed and will be listed on the 
website. 
 
Members of the Board will be presenting information concerning 
Surviving Spouses at the November 5th Zoom meeting and the 
MOAA Leadership Training Conference in Hershey , PA on 
November 14-15, 2025 

             
 

                             

                  

 

 

 

 

           

https://www.moaasurvivingspousevirtualchapter.org/
mailto:mssvc02@gmail.com
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Website: mphsvc.org                          Join us HERE 
Email: MOAAPHS@gmail.com  
President: CDR Matthew Walters , USPHS 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explore the full value of your MOAA membership. 
Benefits are open to all MOAA members unless 

otherwise noted. Check out the benefits HERE            Exclusive MOAA member discounts                                                            

 

 

The Public Health Service Virtual Chapter has 
continued to make progress in building membership for 
the executive board this past year as in August 2025 - 
LCDR Paula Ayoijak assumed the role of secretary.  
LCDR Ayoijak is currently stationed in Alaska at the 
Indian Health Service.  We are thrilled to welcome here 
into this role!  The chapter is still in search of filling the 
second Vice President role to round out the executive 
board membership. 
During the summer months given vacation schedules, 
the chapter took their own break with the exception of 
LCDR Joellen Freidman (1st Vice President) presenting in 
August 2025 to the National MOAA board members on 
the activities and contributions of the PHS Virtual 
Chapter along with the other virtual chapters that make 
up the virtual chapter council. 
Following these interactions, in October 2025, the Judge 
Advocate Virtual Chapter was invited to our chapter to 
discuss the roles that a judge advocate could have in 
the Armed Services as well as resources that may be 
important and useful to Public Service retirees and 
active-duty officers.  This meeting was well attended 
and was very enlightening to our members.  
The Public Health Service Virtual Chapter has been 
actively increasing the membership of our general 
members.  The executive board continues to meet to 
discuss the objective of the chapter and advocate for 
public heart service active-duty and retired officers.  
Our next executive board meeting will be held in 
November 2025, and our next general members 
meeting will be held in December 2025 to close out the 
year.  
The Public Health Service virtual chapter wants to wish 
all a great holiday season and look forward to 
continuing to advocate for you in 2026!   
 

mphsvc.org
https://www.mphsvc.org/team-1
mailto:MOAAPHS@gmail.com
https://www.moaa.org/content/benefits-and-discounts/MOAA-exclusive-discounts/
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Website: moaavirtualchaplains.com             Join us  
Email:  moaa.vc04@gmail.com  
President: Maj Lamar Reece, USAF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Greetings MOAA Virtual, 

November is a month of profound significance for our 
military community. We begin with honoring our veterans 
on Veterans Day, recognizing the sacrifices of all who have 
served, and we conclude with Thanksgiving—a time to 
express gratitude for the blessings we have received. 

As chaplains from diverse faith traditions, November offers 
us unique opportunities to minister to veterans, active-duty 
service members, and their families. Many veterans carry 
invisible wounds that require our spiritual care and 
attention. Our presence, prayers, and compassionate 
listening can make a significant difference in their healing 
journey. 

This month reminds us of the importance of gratitude in our 
own lives and ministries. Despite the challenges of military 
service, we have much for which to be thankful. Let us 
model this attitude of gratitude in our ministries and 
encourage others to find hope and meaning in their 
circumstances. 

May we continue to be faithful in our calling to serve both 
our diverse faith communities and those who serve our 
nation. 

Many Blessings,  

Larmar 

 

Prayer for Veterans and Thanksgiving 

"Almighty God, we lift up all veterans to You this month, 
especially those who struggle with the visible and invisible 
wounds of service. Grant them healing, peace, and the 
support they need. We thank You for their service and 
sacrifice. As we approach Thanksgiving, fill our hearts with 
gratitude for Your many blessings and help us to be grateful 
servants who honor You in all we do. Amen." 

 

https://moaavirtualchaplains.com/
mailto:moaa.vc04@gmail.com
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Website: moaajavc.org                                  Join us HERE   
Email: 
President: MAJ Brooks Rose, USAFR 

      

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                                                                               
 
Website: women-family-virtual-chapter       Join us HERE 
Email: 
President: Col Rojan Robotham, USAF (Ret) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                

 

MOAA JAVC has had a busy Fall.  In September we 
welcomed Gold Star spouse Amber Sax to tell us about the 
Capt Sax Foundation, a 501(c)(3) she founded in memory 
of her husband to provide aviation scholarships to military 
members and families.  In October, we welcomed LT Kim 
Ahmed and LT Christian Medina to speak to our Chapter 
about the role of the Public Health Service and VC03.   

Our Chapter leaders in the DC area attended TotalForce+ 
where we got to be a part of a wonderful inaugural event 
and learned a ton of great information from the conference 
speakers and attendees.  Our leadership is planning on 
attending MOAA regionalleadership training at Hershey, PA 
in mid-November.  

 One more bit of good news, our Chapter Surviving Spouse 
Liaison, Stephanie Rose was hired by MOAA Headquarters 
to be the Director of Military Family and Surviving Spouse 
issues.  Big congratulations to Stephanie and the Chapter 
is very proud of her selection and the work she will do for 
the national organization. 

 

 

https://www.moaajavc.org/
https://www.moaajavc.org/images/files/new_member_checklist.pdf
https://women-family-virtual-chapter.mailchimpsites.com/
https://hotmail.us13.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=70e572d44cdb9a5c57a170bf1&id=541b4f10e2
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Website: mpacomvc.org                     Join us  
Email: mvng288@aol.com 
President: CDR Lincoln Snith, USN (Ret) 

                             
                                                               

                                                                            

 

    

                             

 

 

 

 

                                      

 

 

 

                                 

 

 

 

                                           

 

 

 

 

 
 
Lincoln Smith, President, MPACOMVC was a MOAA representative 
at the U.S. Navy 250 th Anniversary event held at Naval Station 
Norfolk, VA. The celebration included a sea demonstration, military 
flyovers, and a tribute to the Navy history and role in national 
security. He was also the Master of Ceremonies for the NCOC 
Annual meeting and will be a MOAA representative and volunteer for 
the administration of the Total-Force Plus conference at the 
National Harbor, Maryland. 
 
The guest speaker for the September 2025 MPACOMVC meeting 
was CMDCM Victor Smith, USN (Ret) the Vice President for 
Programs and Events of the United States Navy Memorial. He 
described the vast array of programs and events the memorial 
organization administers. This includes commemorative 
ceremonies throughout the year, outdoor movies, and 
performances by the United States Navy Band. The Navy Memorial 
also hosts virtual events like the speaker series, which provides 
opportunities for senior Naval leaders to update and engage 
interested Americans across the country and abroad about ongoing 
Navy efforts and operations. 
 
The MPACOMVC has a number of public affairs projects in the works 
including a rewrite of the MOAA Council and Chapters Public Affairs 
Guide plus a rewrite of the chapter brochure for the MOAA 
Heartland Chapter and establishment and posting of a Spotlight 
Interview Series and YouTube Channel. 
 
Keith Beebe, MPACOMVC Vice President, was recently presented 
with the Pennsylvania Meritorious Service Medal awarded by the 
Governor of Pennsylvania. He received the medal for his advocacy 
with both the Pennsylvania State Legislature and the U.S. Congress 
to formally recognize U.S. Route 20 coast-to-coast as the National 
Medal of Honor Highway and its segment in the state as the 
Pennsylvania Medal of Honor Highway. 
 

https://www.mpacomvc.org/
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2025 Annual Meeting of the Membership 

 Watch the video to hear the status and plans ahead for MOAA from senior leadership. 

https://www.moaa.org/contentassets/5b8c201b9f20403ba6963b3160c63763/2025-award-instructional-guide.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/embed/inoV3JUUSb4?start=1727&feature=oembed
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MOAA Councils and Chapters hold 

monthly Virtual Roundtable discussions, usually on the last Thursday of the 

month.  These discussions are open to all Chapter and Council leaders and cover 

issues which are important and pertinent for success and health of the Chapters.  

It is useful to hear what other chapter leaders are doing for best practice 

initiatives.  The sessions are recorded, and you may view them using the webinar 

and video archive link HERE.   

Council and Chapter Leaders Workshops –  

Whether you are a new or experienced chapter leader, the MOAA Leaders 

workshop is a valuable source to learn what is going on with MOAA and to 

provide information and resources for your chapter.  We urge you to attend an in-

person workshop when available, but you may view the latest virtual workshop 

from the link HERE.   If you have any questions or would like to discuss any topic 

presented, let us know.  

                      

Military Officers Association of America 
The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is the country's leading 

organization protecting the rights of uniformed servicemembers and their 

families. MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential association of 

uniformed service officers and their surviving spouses. We are an independent, 

nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization.  MOAA's constituents proudly hail 

from every branch of the uniformed services. To them, we have made the same 

promise that they have made to their country: Never Stop Serving. 

MOAA 
RESOURCES 

MOAA WEBSITE 

 

LEGISLATIVE 
ACTION CENTER 

 

COUNCIL AND 
CHAPTER NEWS 

 

POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES 
GUIDE 

 

COUNCIL AND 
CHAPTER 
LEADERS 
RESOURCE 
MANUAL 

 

WEBINARS AND 
VIDEO ARCHIVE 

 

JOIN MOAA 

 

MOAA produces regular updates on MOAA's 

advocacy and legislative efforts from 

MOAA's government relations staff weekly.  

These short YouTube videos are easily linked 

to your newsletters and/or websites.  We 

highly recommend that you explore and use 

them.  Members enjoy viewing them.  (Click 

photo to see listing.) 

https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/chapter-and-council-webinars/#roundtables
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/chapter-and-council-webinars/august-2024-council-chapter-experienced-leader-training2/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZJJ2z1-x_q3tfOALHMIkAR_pVTjEhk86
https://www.moaa.org/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/council-and-chapter-enewsletters/council-and-chapter-news/council-and-chapter-news-recent/
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/council-and-chapter-enewsletters/council-and-chapter-news/council-and-chapter-news-recent/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/moaa-publications/council-and-chapters-policy-and-procedure-guide-details/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/moaa-publications/council-and-chapters-policy-and-procedure-guide-details/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/moaa-publications/council-and-chapters-policy-and-procedure-guide-details/
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/chapter-and-council-webinars/august-2024-council-chapter-experienced-leader-training2/
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/chapter-and-council-webinars/august-2024-council-chapter-experienced-leader-training2/
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/chapter-and-council-webinars/august-2024-council-chapter-experienced-leader-training2/
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/chapter-and-council-webinars/august-2024-council-chapter-experienced-leader-training2/
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/chapter-and-council-webinars/august-2024-council-chapter-experienced-leader-training2/
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/chapter-and-council-webinars/#roundtables
https://www.moaa.org/content/chapters-and-councils/chapter-and-council-webinars/#roundtables
https://www.moaa.org/content/join-moaa/why-join-moaa/
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 A ‘Phenomenal’ Launch to 
TotalForce+ 
 Two days with a two-word 
message: People matter. 

 MOAA’s inaugural people-focused 
conference, TotalForce+, wrapped 
up Oct. 29 after dozens of 
exhibitors, speakers, and special 
guests greeted attendees at the 
Gaylord Hotel and Convention 
Center in National Harbor, Md. 
Featuring service and industry 
leaders, social media influencers 
and celebrities, advocates and 
decorated veterans, alongside many 
more stakeholders, the event 
tackled all manner of personnel 
topics and challenges facing those 
who serve and have served, and 
their families. 

 

UP COMING EVENTS 
NOVEMBER 2025 

• NOV. 14-15: LEADER TRAINING: EAST WORKSHOP (HERSHEY, PA.)  

• NOV. 20: MONTHLY CHAPTER LEADER VIRTUAL ROUNDTABLE, 7 P.M. EASTERN: ADVOCACY IN ACTION 
2026. JOIN HERE AT THE TIME OF THE MEETING. (MEETING ID: 995 5369 6751) 
 

DECEMBER 2025 

• DEC. 18: MONTHLY CHAPTER LEADER VIRTUAL ROUNDTABLE, 7 P.M. EASTERN: YEAR IN REVIEW/2026 
OUTLOOK. JOIN HERE AT THE TIME OF THE MEETING. (MEETING ID: 929 1511 3996) 

Up Coming Training and Events 

MOAA’s Military State Report Card and Tax Guide                      

MOAA has consolidated the annual State Report Card and State Tax Guide. Consult state authorities for 

additional/more current information.  See the report card and Defense State Liaison Office (DSLO) issues HERE. 

 

https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/recommended-reads/a-phenomenal-launch-to-totalforce/
https://www.totalforceplus.org/
https://zoom.us/j/99553696751
https://zoom.us/j/92915113996
https://www.moaa.org/content/state-report-card/statereportcard/
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Community Involvement  

Our Virtual Community spans all 50 States.  We encourage all to be involved with local community activities and support 

the MOAA community outreach.  Here are a few of the Community programs to consider getting involved with. 

 

Serving Veterans By Bringing New Friends to Veterans in Hospice. 

 

The Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) is a patriotic, nonpartisan, Veterans Service Organization (VSO) dedicated to 
promoting patriotism, civic responsibility, public service, and leadership in our nation’s communities. 

 

Honoring and supporting our nation's newest and youngest service members 

 

119 U. S. FLAGS EACH MOVING IN 25 MILE SEGMENTS HANDED-OFF IN 1-MILE INCREMENTS OVER 2,814 MILES TOTAL 

 

Honor Flight 

For their service, sacrifice, and selflessness. Join us as we proudly celebrate America’s Veterans with a day of honor in 

our nation’s capital. 

Check with your local geographic MOAA chapter on events and activities for additional information and get involved. 

 

The Military Officers Association of America is the Nation’s largest and most influential association of military officers. It is an 
independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. 

 
The MOAA Council of Virtual Chapters is an affiliate of MOAA and is dedicated to the goals of MOAA.  It serves as a virtual advocate 

on issues throughout the United States. 
 

https://www.veteranlastpatrol.org/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAneK8BhAVEiwAoy2HYUDa8j6DPzTRCYfSAoX4thiIW8xu9RnexnqKMZFWrI3wRDsbPCBk3RoCPi0QAvD_BwE
https://moww.org/
https://www.ourcommunitysalutes.org/
https://www.nmdfr.org/
https://www.honorflight.org/

